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1         FOCUS ON TANZANIAN COMMUNITIES   

DEAR FRIENDS,
Usually when people talk about investment, they are referring to a retirement plan or an income stream.  
At Focus on Tanzanian Communities, we regard each of you as an investor, committed to a brighter future  
for thousands of Tanzanians.   

For over 20 years, your support has helped improve education, healthcare, and women’s empowerment  
initiatives in some of Tanzania’s most remote communities. Over $3 million has been invested in classrooms 
and teacher housing, women’s entrepreneurship programs, boreholes to provide clean water, and a vital 
medical facility.

Already your investments are reaping huge dividends. Student attendance and graduation rates are high-
er than ever before. At Haymu, 99.8% of students now graduate from primary school. Hundreds of women  
have built small businesses that support their local economy. Rates of infant mortality and preventable  
waterborne diseases have plummeted. 

Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, for choosing to invest in the people of Tanzania. You’ll see as you 
read through these pages how much your partnership with us has already accomplished and why we depend 
on your support to continue on our mission. 

Asante sana,

Judi Wineland
Director, Focus on Tanzanian Communities
Co-Director, Thomson Safaris

Bonnie Clendenning
Board President, 
Focus on Tanzanian Communities
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“Thomson Safaris introduced us to the wonderful people of Tanzania who confront severely challenging conditions and sincerely welcome the oppor-
tunity to make improvements. FoTZC provides us with an opportunity to express our appreciation to the Tanzanians who made our most memorable 
experiences possible. To ensure the project funding for FoTZC continues, we invite you to join us in supporting this most valuable organization now and 
in the future.  – Ann and Walt Przygocki, Denver, North Carolina

ALL BECAUSE OF YOU  
T H A N K S  F O R  C A R I N G  A N D  S H A R I N G !

COCOBA is empowering women A FoTZC-built dorm protects girls from having to 
live 40 miles from home in unsafe housing

Healthy children have better school attendance
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Without your health, you have nothing. But so often, we take the 
building blocks of good health for granted. Clean water, sanitary living  
spaces, and access to the most basic care are a given in the west-
ern world, but in the remote outposts of Northern Tanzania, access to 
these luxuries can be difficult – even impossible – to find. Thanks to  
you, that’s changing. Your generosity is bringing a healthier, safer and 
more productive life into reach for thousands of Tanzanians. 

HEALTH
THE FOUNDATION FOR A BETTER TOMORROW



We’re partnering with communities to build a healthier 
future. To date your donations have: 
 
Constructed sanitary latrines at educational facilities  

• Sixteen new toilets at Haymu Primary School are 
keeping students healthy so that they can focus  
on learning. 

• Twelve new toilets at the COCOBA training site 
allow women to attend classes that focus on vital 
entrepreneurship skills. 

Brought professional healthcare to rural communities 

• Additional staff housing at the FoTZC-built Sukenya 
medical dispensary has allowed for additional staff, 
which means more patients’ needs are being met 
every day. 
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“Teacher Abuu, a disabled teacher at Haymu, struggled 
when teaching all day because he could not manage to 
use the old toilet. The new toilets are suitable for him, and 
now he can be comfortable all day. He is most thankful 
and sends special appreciation. 

– Elizabeth Mwakajila, 
FoTZC Project Administrator in Tanzania
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It’s a simple math problem: what single variable can you add to a child’s 
upbringing to give them a bigger, brighter future? The solution is educa-
tion. It’s a key that unlocks whole new horizons, which is why education 
has been central to FoTZC’s mission from its inception. But in rural Tan-
zania, schools are often in remote locations, overcrowded, underfund-
ed, and poorly staffed. Your investments are paying off for thousands of  
students in Tanzania.

EDUCATION
OPENING NEW DOORS FOR TANZANIA’S CHILDREN



THE PROBLEM: 
• Without adequate housing, the Tanzanian govern-

ment won’t send teachers to remote rural areas, 
where the need is often greatest.

• Long walking distances, overcrowded classrooms, 
and preventable illnesses keep children from 
attending school.

THE FOTZC SOLUTION: 
• 23 new schools and classrooms are giving hun-

dreds of students a space to learn, play, and grow.

• 2 student dormitories and housing for two ad-
ditional teachers at Soit Sambu were completed 
for less than $300,000.  Attendance now averages 
98%.  46% of students passed their exams and are 
now in high school, up from a passing rate of less 
than 10%.

• 19 teacher houses have allowed the Tanzanian 
government to send 38 teachers to the remote 
communities of FoTZC partners.

ELIZA PO
W

ELL

“Visiting the school was quite humbling. Although they 
have meager supplies and must share textbooks and 
science equipment, it is very clear that these children 
are motivated to excel to their highest abilities. We feel 
privileged to donate to their bright future.”

– Barbara and Russ McFadden, 
San Miguel, CA

Community members 
admire a newly-built 

house for two teachers.
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In many cultures, women and girls rarely receive the same opportuni-
ties as men. One of the most fundamental divides is education. Girls 
are often kept from completing school. Without a firm educational  
foundation, they lack the choices available to men later in life.

WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT 
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THE FUTURE IS FEMALE 
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The Community Conservation Banking program, or  
COCOBA, trains women in entrepreneurship skills and 
provides small loans to help them establish environmen-
tally-friendly independent businesses. 

Your investment in their futures has enabled them to 
invest in their own communities. Their wages help fund 
education, purchase food, and provide healthcare for 
their families. Perhaps more importantly, the indepen-
dence that small business ownership fosters gives them 
a stronger voice in their communities – the first step  
toward true equality.

NEW SKILLS, NEW OPPORTUNITIES: 
• Participants learn basic bookkeeping and business 

skills.

• COCOBA’s microfinance program helps women 
open a variety of businesses, from leather tanning, 
to beekeeping, to grey-water gardening, to the 
maize mill shown here. 

• To date 234 COCOBA women have started their 
own small businesses, up from just five before 
COCOBA.

Your generous support will help provide vital additional 
training to these women, allowing their businesses to  
become financially sound.
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Access to clean water is essential to the realization of all human rights, 
as recognized by the United Nations in 2010. In the western world, it’s 
readily accessible. But in rural northern Tanzania clean water is a pre-
cious commodity, and far too many people have limited access. Thanks 
to your generous and continued investments, clean water is now acces-
sible to thousands of Tanzanians. 

WATER
A HUMAN RIGHT
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THE RIPPLE EFFECT OF SEVEN  
BOREHOLES IN RURAL COMMUNITIES

Boreholes are deep wells from which the water is 
pumped into large storage tanks and then piped as 
needed to spigots in the area.

• The clean water these boreholes provide has helped 
over 5,000 Tanzanians in these communities avoid 
deadly water-borne illnesses.  

• Fewer illnesses improve student attendance.

• Women are no longer at risk for sexual attacks 
during long treks for water.

• Although all students are required to go to school, 
it has been hard for parents to ensure schooling 
when at the same time they need water. Boreholes 
allow clean water nearby and therefore support 
parents’ desires to see their children educated.

Ganako 
Mondorosi  
Orkuyene  
Oloipiri   

Sunkenya/Embash 
Sunkenya /Olokoboi
Sunkenya/Orangai 

For these Maasai women, 
happiness is a new borehole 

bringing clean water.
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All administration 
and development 
costs are covered by 
board members and 
a generous founda-
tion. This means that 
100% of your invest-
ment goes directly to 
funding new projects 
in our Tanzanian 
partner communities.

Focus on Tanzanian Communities was formed in 1997 by a 
group of passionate travelers. For the past 21 years, FoTZC 
has invested millions of dollars in initiatives and projects that 
align with the needs of local communities. Led by a volun-
teer board, members periodically visit Tanzania at their own 
expense to assess the efficacy of past projects. They meet 
with local officials, village elders, and community groups 
to identify sustainable future projects based on local prior-

ities. In addition to giving their time, each board member 
is also a financial investor. As an investor, you are our part-
ner in everything we do. Your feedback is vital in shaping the  
future of FoTZC and the future of our partner communities in 
Tanzanian. Whether you choose to designate your investment 
to education, health, women’s empowerment, or simply the 
area of greatest need, you are enabling our Tanzanian partners 
to overcome the most pressing challenges in their communities. 

ABOUT US

Board members Judi Wineland and 
Karen Dial discuss project priorities with 

William Alais, Olopiri Ward Councillor.
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2017 FINANCIALS

ORKUYENE PRIMARY SCHOOL

BOREHOLES IN 6 VILLAGES

ROBANDA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PROJECT SUPPORT

COCOBA

HAYMU PRIMARY SCHOOL

BELA AT GANAKO

ADMINISTRATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

2017
EXPENDITURES

 
Projects   

 BELA at Ganako 

 Orkuyene Primary School

 Sukenya Primary School 

 6 Boreholes benefitting 5,000+ villagers:

 Robanda Secondary School

 Project Support 

 COCOBA-women’s empowerment

 Haymu Primary School

Administration & Development 

 State Registrations and Tax Preparation

 Marketing 

 Office Supplies 

 Administrative Support  

 Bank Fees & Insurance  

 Database Maintenance

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Ganako, Orkuyene, Embaash, Oloipiri, Sunkenya, Mondorosi

  
$409,483         
$4,200 

$38,988 

$25,027 

$244,683 

$23,339 

$21,864 

$33,264 

$18,118

$50,476
$17,695

$9,180

$2,372

$14,945 

$2,721  

$3,563

$459,959

89%

11%

 
 Cash Donations   

 In-Kind Gifts (Thomson Safaris) 

TOTAL REVENUE

 
$383,519  

$15,000 

$398,519

EXPENDITURESREVENUE

Revenue and Expenditures for January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017

SUKENYA PRIMARY SCHOOL

All administrative and development costs are covered by board members 
and a generous foundation. This means that 100% of your investment goes 
directly to funding new projects in our Tanzanian partner communities.

100%
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DONORS FoTZC board members and our Tanzania partners are deeply grateful to you for investing in Focus on Tanzanian 
Communities; your generosity makes these projects possible.

Donations received between September 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018 

Gerald & Janet  
Carrus Foundation

Foundation For a 
Better World, Inc.

Cultural Heritage 
Limited

Drollinger Family 
Charitable  
Foundation

Richard Harriman & 
Kristen Wainwright

Thomson Safaris

African Galleria Ltd

Apple Inc.

Bonnie Clendenning

Catherine &  
Michael Cook

Serena Hatch

Susan &  
Andrew Killeen

Langdon Wheeler & 
Katherine Metcalfe

Judi Wineland & 
Rick Thomson

David Abrams

Anonymous (4)

Jay Barrett

Joseph &  
Janet Batson

Donna Brescia

Lawrence Daniels

Michael Edwards

Gretchen Fish

Theodore C. Forbath

Elizabeth &  
Whitney Hatch

George Hatch

Hinkle Family  
Charitable Fund

Wendy Hogan

Deborah Hornberger

Elizabeth A Javens

Lucy Karl &  
Steven Gordon*

David Kiwus

Lankton Family 
Foundation

Doug Lober &  
Ann Bitetti

Mary Loeken

The McCutcheon 
Foundation

Brian McDonald

Thomas &  
Sandra McGee

Kristin Mix*

Morningside  
Foundation

Stephen Pinto

Robert Schultz

Douglas &  
Lauri Sporte

Jason Torrey-Payne

Robert Treitman & 
Leslie Fisher

Weiss  
Charitable Fund

Mark & Susan Zankel

Anonymous (2)

Susan Avery

Philip Scribner 
Balboni

Steven Bershader & 
Marguerite Godbold

Allison Blackwell

Don & Marcia Blenko

Pat Campbell

Louis Cimino

Gerald C. Condon

Todd Cronan

Shannon Elarton

James &  
Rebecca Evarts

Harvey Fishbein & 
Fran Hoffinger

Michael Giannini

Melanie G Harkness

Catherine &  
John Henn

Eleanor T Jenkins

Richard Johnston

Mary Janet Konrad

David Kotz &  
Pamela Jenkins

Audrey Kupchan

Donna &  
David Lammert

Dirk Leverant

David & Nancy Levi*

Wanda McClain

Carl McDougall

Mary Lynn McRee

Alice Moylan &  
John McCahan

Thomas H. Nicholls

Thomas Norton

Olander Family 
Foundation

Ken Pauley &  
Lucy Kirshner

Denis Prone

Neal &  
Ruth Riemenschneider

Peter Robertson & 
Deborah Rosen

William Roman & 
Joey Farrell

Lidewey Skal

Robert Smith &  
Pat Bohling-Smith

Joel &  
Maureen Steed

Brian Stewart

Robert &  
Karen Sweet*

Dan &  
Barb Symonds

Kathleen Thomas & 
Pablo Bazan

Dr. Robert &  
Shari Thurer

Nick & Cary Tingley

Joseph & Barb Todd

Jim Towslee

Rowland &  
Sally Ware

Andrew &  
Blenda Wright

James & Trezmarie 
Zotkiewicz

Steven G. Adams

Karen Adams 

Robert &  
Earleen Agee

Akorn Landscape

The Alan &  
Helen Gruber Fund

Ann Allen

Malinda Allison

Gale Andrews

Anonymous (11)

Jane Audrey- 
Neuhauser*

J. Gary Auguston

Christopher Bailey

Scott Barnes

Elwood &  
Cynthia Barnes

Fern &  
Ralph Bartholomew

Julie Barton

Susan Basow

Peter &  
Cynthia Baute

Reinier &  
Nancy Beeuwkes

Cindy Benning & 
Karen Rambadt

Harry Bergland & 
June Masuyama

Frank Boitano

Lynn Bremer

Pamela &  
Andy Breslin

Dan Bresnick

Emily Bresnick

William &  
Laurie Brewer

Jack & Judith Briner

Richard Callaway

Michael Caplan & 
JoAnne Burger

Laurence &  
Barbara Caretto

Paul Carothers

Lori Carpenter

Eugene Ceccotti

Andrea Chan

Bernard Chang

Patricia Chute

Richard &  
Roxanne Cobb

JoEllen Cody

Chip Collins &  
Anne Childs

Kathleen Corey*

Constance Cork*

Corona Community 
A.M.E. Church

Bob & Mary Cover

James Cox &  
Cristi Engblom

John &  
Holly Cratsley

Caroll Dalton

Hal Davis

Frances de Lacvivier

William Dehnke

Christina Demur

Edith Denney*

David &  
Maureen Dewey

Ann Dewey

Ann Dickerson & 
Trudy Marsolini

Kerrie DiRosario

John &  
Jean Donovan

Tom Dority &  
Susan Gapter-Dority

Steven Dow

Harold &  
Nancy Dunn

Mary Lou Dymski

Margaret Eames

Richard Eaton

Helene Moran Eberts*

David & Marion Ellis

Kenneth & Alice 
Erickson

Karen Febeo 

$10,000 +

$2,500 – $9,999

$1,000 – $2,499

$500 – $999

$100 – $499

* In Honor Of or In Memory Of
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Peter &  
Kathy Feinmann*

Larry & Kathy Feltz

Sandra Fillebrown

Randy L Finkey

Carol M. Flavell

Roger Freidinger*

Vicki Friedberg

Family Fuller

Michael Garrity

Beth-Ann F. Gentile

Sue Gibbons

Robert Gilbreath

John Glover &  
Louise Rachin*

Ray &  
Susan Goodmon

Rebecca Graham

Emily B. Graves

Jack Green &  
Emily Nagle

Gary A. Hammer

Katherine &  
Randy Hanna

Richard &  
Sarah Hardy

Thomas &  
Pilar Hartmann

Leonard Hellenbrand

Kate Herald

Jennifer Hermann

Susan Holley

David Hooper

John Hooper

Mary Houghteling

John Houston*

John Huizinga

Edith Humler

Allan Huntley

Nora A Huvelle

Gerry &  
Sandy Jackson

K.T. Johnson, Jr.

Martha Johnson

Chuck Kabat & 
Heather McLoughlin

Kenneth Fabbre 
Family Foundation

John &  
Sharon Kennett

Philip &  
Pamela Lamprey

Jeremy Lane

Marcia Legru

Bobye List

Wilfrid G Loeken & 
Patricia W Loeken

Avery Loy

Vonnie Madigan*

Martha Markowitz & 
Ben Betcher*

Micol &  
Luisa Martinelli

Melissa Marquez

Lauren Maxim

Bruce Maximov & 
Susan Albert*

Matthew &  
Heather Mazonkey

Barbara &  
Russ McFadden

Heidi McKenna

Joan McLaughlin

Merck Foundation

Tamsen Merrill*

Gale Meyer

David Michaelis

Carol Minoux*

Katrina M. Miranda*

Timothy &  
Deborah Moore

J. Eliot Moss*

Rebecca Mulzer

Ronald J Mundstock

Mary Ann Munro

David &  
Sandra Murray

Holly Myers &  
Kirk Neely*

Frederick &  
Joy Nemergut

Jim &  
Katherine Newman

James Norquist

Sharron O’Donnell

Daniel Orcutt

Mary D. Parker*

Martha Parr

Fred Pasteur &  
Renie Brown

David Patch

Robert Pecce

Judith &  
Kenneth Peskin

Donald &  
Cathleen Pfister*

T. Ray &  
Victoria Phillips*

Gigi Poole

Patricia Pratt

Benjamin  
Presskreischer

Walt & Ann Przygocki

Randy Ray &  
Cleanne Cass

Katherine Record*

Richard Reda

John Regan

Camey Reid

Ian Reid &  
Wendy Wheeler

Alison F. Reif*

Cynthia Reisenfeld*

Paul & Lynne  
Remington

Tom Rice &  
Katherine Desmond

Ali Riley

Kenneth A. Roberts

John Rockne

Lucy Ross

Peter Rubin

Cathleen Ryan

Paul & Ann Sagan

Alice-Ann Schuster

Cynthia Schweppe

Betty Scott

James &  
Marilyn Serum

Donald Silseth

Rachna Singh

Brian & Karen Sippy

Eugene & Ria Sklar

Ronald &  
Martha Spearman

Dennis &  
Marcie Sponholtz

Doug Stewart & 
Betsy Disharoon

Andrew Strauss

Linda Svetz

Patrick &  
JoAnne Sweeney

Deborah Talker

William Tatsuda

Lin Teichman

Olaf J. and Margaret 
L. Thorp Fund

Marvin &  
Karen Underwood

Jacqueline Uran

Matthew & Kathleen 
VanderVelden

Kelly Gruber Vella

Elizabeth Ventre

Jessica Vukson

Jean-Louis &  
Annamarie Weicker

George &  
Gaby Whitehouse

Patricia Wilkinson

Norman &  
Ann Willard

Diana Wong

Richard Wood

Ernest &  
Brenda Wright

Peter Wright &  
Ruth Ferguson*

Gary P. Yencich

Helene Zera

Robert Zimmerman

Raymond &  
Vicky Abbott

Acacia  
Communications

Cecilia Allen*

Susan Balogh*

Barbara Biren

Richard K. Booth

Leslie Borden

Susan Buchwalter

John Burkinshaw

Noel & Mary Burton

Nancy Curriden

Walter J. Czerny

Alexandra Dailey

Lisa Damtoft

Joanne Dao

Bruce &  
Sally Jo DeLussa

Thomas &  
Beverly Dobson

Mark Dodich

James &  
Marilyn Dorsey

Connie Ebert

Judy Felder

Geri Ferber

Lorne Fienberg

Linda S. French

Alison Gottlieb

Wendy Grasso

Wendy Gulley

Virginia Hardman

Stephen &  
Jane Hardy

Andrew Harrell

Wendy &  
Jonathan Heise

John &  
Mary Lou Hershey

Sue Ellen Hewitt

Hugh Hitt

Shelby Hypes*

Alan &  
Shirley Jacobs

Tim Jacon

Amelia Jenkins

James Kackley

William &  
Ardith Keck

Amberin Khan

Lee Kowalsky

Suzanne Lamberg

Barbara Lewiton*

Henry & JoAnn Linck

Cathy Long

Stephen J. Marga

David &  
Elizabeth Marinelli

Worth &  
Janie Matteson

Rita McKenna

Pierre Alain McMahon

Judy Miranda

Megan Murphy

Kristina Muskiewicz

Tien Pham

Bruna Piccin &  
John Pucak

Diane Read

Elizabeth Robbins

Sandra Ronan

Terri Rubin

John &  
Patricia Russell

Carol Spears &  
Jane Spellman*

Leslie Stoltz*

Michal Strutin & 
Michael Sinensky

Grace Tanouye

Linda Torino

Sara Watkins*

Ken & Karen Weiland

Gail Weiss

Don &  
Judy Wineland

Rodica Woodbury

Randall B. Young

Up to $100



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bonnie Clendenning, President
Jim Kackley, Treasurer
Sally Byrne, Clerk
Catherine Cook
Karen Dial
Deborah Hornberger
Mary Loeken
Judi Wineland

STAFF
Emily Bresnick, Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth Mwakajila, Project Administration, Tanzania
Ryan Schwartz, Project Administrator, Watertown, MA

CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH  
CUSTOMER PURCHASES
AmazonSmile
Thomson Safaris online store

VOLUNTEERS
Susan Killeen 
Wendy Plasencia 

IN-KIND SUPPORT
Thomson Safaris 
WilmerHale
Ali Riley

c/o Thomson Safaris
14 Mount Auburn Street
Watertown, MA 02472

WWW.FOTZC.ORG

Photo Contributors: Catherine Cook (cover), Constance Cork, Susan Killeen, Elizabeth Mwakajila, Danny Nestor, Josh Warren and Judi Wineland

OUR MISSION
To overcome economic and social challenges in Tanzania by partnering with local communities to support education, health care, women’s 
empowerment, and other sustainable community development initiatives. 


